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PAN joins the UN Special Rapporteur on the right to food in proposing a 

global legally binding treaty for the life-cycle management of pesticides, 

including Highly Hazardous Pesticides (HHPs) 
 

 

1. Rationale 
 

Pesticide use and the resulting impacts on pollution, biodiversity, human and animal 

health, communities, and the sustainability of food production is the elephant in the room 

at any meeting on chemicals management, pollution, biodiversity, the environment, and 

environmental health. The problem is so huge that it does not get addressed, not 

comprehensively at an international level or adequately at a local level. 

 

There is unlikely to be any habitat, geographical location, or organism that is free from 

adverse effects of pesticides.3 

 

Pesticides are the only toxic chemicals that are intentionally released into the 

environment to kill. Current use pesticides4 contaminate every environmental medium; 

they travel thousands of kilometres through the air;5 they are carried through rivers and 

seas to distant locations; they are having a devastating effect on biodiversity including 

                                                 
1 Pesticide Action Network International. http://pan-international.org/  
2 The development of the Proposal for a Global Treaty on the life-cycle management of pesticides is an 

ongoing process and this document is under continuous development, responsive to additional insight and 

input. It should therefore be regarded as a work in progress, with the latest version used and the full date 

cited. 
3 Hayes T, Hansen M. 2017. From silent spring to silent night: Agrochemicals and the anthropocene. Elem 

Sci Anth 5:57. doi: 10.1525/elementa.246. 
4 These are pesticides in current use or registration around the globe and are distinctly different from the 

now mostly obsolete organochlorine pesticides known as Persistent Organic Pollutants.  
5 Atrazine, e.g., can travel over 1000 kilometres carried on dust and transported in clouds before being 

deposited somewhere in rain (Hayes & Hansen 2017). 
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